
RAINY SEASON IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

INTER-REGIONAL FLOOD MISSION  

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN ARC 

NATIONAL 
CAMPAING OF 
SENSIBILISATION FOR 
RAPID FLOODING



CONTEXT 
Action plan dedicated for the mediterranean arc after the flooding events 

of October 2015 in the Alpes-Martimes Department 

Creation of an interrregional cooperation 

Floodings October 3rd 2015 in the Alpes Maritimes     



What is the mediterranean arc  ? 

Territoires concernés 
par l’instruction de déc.2015    

● 31 déc. 2015 : national 
instruction for the 
mediterranean arc : 
7  coastal departments 

●  public information 
  dangers of underground parkings   
 land use planning

●  preparation of the crisis management
 water streaming risks prevention
 focus on some specific issues :
    campings, schools, old age homes...



What is the mediterranean arc  ? 

Territories concerned by
The national campaings of sensibilisation

June 2016 then June 2017 : 
National campaings for 
sensibilisation for rapid 
floodings :
    15 departments
     Interministerial instruction
      Ecology and Home ministers

      to inform the media
  to ask the political authorities 
to inform the population
  to inform and to train the 
students of the primary and higher 
secondary schools
  to sensibilise enterprises



The campaign of sensibilisation  
Every year since 2016 

15 departments concerned due to their historical catalogs of 
the catastrophes observed since 1982 – called  
“mediterranean arc” 

High probability of reproduction of torrential rains events 
between the 1st September and the 15th December 
(Météo France)

Campaign allowing to explain the involved phenomenons 
and to prepare the life saving elements for citizens. 

– To develop a real risk culture 

– To be prepared to face the events

– To involve all the stakeholders of prevention



A picture to understand the 
phenomena 



8 responsible behaviors



8 responsible behaviors

To be 
informed Not to drive

To avoid 
deplacement

To take care 
of our family 
without 
deplacement

To stay away 
from the flood 
area

To stay at home To go up to the 
higher floors 

Not to drive or 
walk on flooded 
roads and 
submersibles 
bridges 

Not to go to get 
the children 
from the school 



Communication Kit  

● A3 Poster reminding the 8 responsible behaviors  and insisting to 
consolidate a safety kit to be automnomous during the crises 

● 3 radio spots of 30 s,

● Press insertions 

● Picture explaining the rain and storm events 

● Facebook and Tweeter pictures and texts

All elements available on the site given bellow

 https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/campagne-pluie-inondation



Creation of inter-regional mission  
The Prefet of the region decides the creation of such a 

mission wich is dedicated to the prevention of the flooding 
in the mediterranean arc 

Strong links with the civil safety authorities, the 4 concerned 
regions and the 23 departments exposed to rapid floods, 
the territorial collectivities 



Aims  of the inter-regional mission  
To Reinforce the inter-regional coordination to apply the 

national policies  

To subscribe the action in the long term

To assist the services and the territorial stakeholders to 
improve the performance of the practices and the tools for 
flood prevention  

To assure a zonal coherence in the operations

To favorise an inter-ministerial work involving synergies 
between all the stakeholders 



Indicators of the follow-up of the action
Risk exposure

● 36 % of the population (3 236 154 people) exposed to 
major flooding events due to river getting out of the 
bed.

● 2,6 % of the population (236 603 people) exposed to sea 
submersion. 

● 148 communes  with more than  75%  of their population 
exposed to floods.

Sinistrality

● 96 % of communes (3550 communes) impacted by one or 
more castastrophic floods since 1982.

Prevention tools
● 48 % of communes (1773 communes) are covered by a 

prevention plan against flooding risks (PPRI) 



Current actions :  some examples  



Current actions :  some examples    
In collaboration with the river syndicate of Argens and the « Entente »

● Operational pratice to use drones 
Define of the needs
Material and organisational responses
Preparation for the use of the drones before, during and after the floods 
Recommandations for all the mediterranean arc 

● Mixing training session and exercices 
on a coherent catchment aera, involving together all stakeholders of 
risk prevention and crisis management (state services, collectivities, 
safety services …) 



Current actions :  some examples
●A territorial study for water streaming risk management 
●A technical guide for the organisation of exercises of flood crisis 

management
●A technical guide for local anticipation for a flood crisis by the 

territorial collectivities 
●Qualitative analysis of the contents of the regulatory tools for 

information, planification… and zonal recommandations
●A collection of good practices for risks prevention in the   

campings 
●Analysis of teaching reports about the past catastrophic events 

occured during the last ten years in the mediterranean arc



Current actions :  some examples
●A competition of drawing, poetry, storytelling for the primary and 

secondary schools



Future actions :  some examples  

●International conference on « flood crisis management » end of 
2018 – beginning of 2019 

●Recommandations for tsumani prevention and operational actions 
after the alert 

●Share of usefull data for crisis management 



http://www.paca.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/inondations-arc-mediterraneen-r2225.html  



GHISLAINE VERRHIEST LEBLANC
Mission head for " interregional 
coordination for flood risk prevention in 
the mediterranean arc " - DREAL PACA 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION !

ghislaine.verrhiest@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
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